
The Tour of Hope Philippines 2008 
 
 

The Tour of Hope (TTOH) is a non-profit initiative of a group of individuals of various background 
that set-up bicycle tours in order to increase the awareness and raise funds for health prevention and 
education projects benefiting resource limited communities.  In the past, the bike tours have been held 
in Thailand, Malaysia and Singapore and this September 2008, TTOH has finally expanded its reach in the 
Philippines holding a 5-day bike tour from the historic city of Vigan and Candon in Ilocos Sur, traversing 
Agoo, La Union, Alaminos, Pangasinan and Iba, Zambales, ending in Olongapo City.  The chosen 
beneficiary of TTOH-Philippines is the Cancer Institute Foundation for Cervical Cancer Prevention 
(CECAP) Network Program.   

The event is a joint project of CIF, Bravehearts, GlaxoSmithKline Philippines, Campaigns PR Inc. 
ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ŜŀƳ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ {ŀƭƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛƴŜΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƭƭ-women multi-sport team, 
dedicated in promoting sports and at the same time sharing a passion for health and wellness.  

 
The team that made the tour possible: CIF: Mr. Tony Perez and Dr. Grace Chan, CECAP: Dr. Cecilia Llave 
ŀƴŘ 5ǊΦ WŀȅŎŜŜ !ƭƳŀǊƛŀΣ ¢ŜŀƳ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎΥ WƻȅŜǘǘŜ WƻǇǎƻƴΣ /!twƛΥ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ !ǊōƻƭŜŘŀΣ wƻƳƛƴŀ bŀƷŀƎŀǎΣ 5ǊŜǾ 
Fiesta,Bravehearts: Abbygale Arenas-de Leon, and GlaxoSmithKline: Lo-ann Villanueva, Veron Medina 

and Bing Salandanan. 

 

More than 50 bikers joined the tour covering 500 kilometers, including David Charlton (CEO of 
5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ {ŀƭƻƴύΣ ¢ǊƛŎƛŀ /ƘƛƻƴƎōƛŀƴ όŀƴŎƘƻǊ ƻŦ {ǘǳŘƛƻ ноΩǎ bŜǿǎ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎŜƭŜōǊƛǘȅ ǘriathlete), Hon. 
Nestor Itchon (Vice Mayor of Candon City) and Nelson Villarica (photographer).   

 



 
The Many Colors of the Tour of Hope Bikers, Plaza Burgos, Vigan City 

 

 
¢ŜŀƳ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ {ŀƭƻƴ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀŎƪ ƻŦ ōƛƪŜǊǎΗ 

 

 

In every stop, lectures were given by the doctors led by Dr. Cecilia Ladines-Llave, educating 
community health workers about the value of having a healthy lifestyle, timely screening linked to 
treatment and vaccination in order to combat cervical cancer.  Members of the local government units 
headed by the Governors and Mayors of all stops and health sectors such as the Department of Health-



CHDs, Provincial and Municipal Health Offices and Dr. Zaida Gamilla, President of the Philippine 
Obstetrical and Gynecological Society (POGS) and local officers of the organization showed their support 
in this event.  The highlight of every lecture is the ceremonial hand printing served as a hallmark for the 
stakeholders as they pledge to support cervical cancer prevention in their respective areas.  Advocates 
of Bravehearts, a multidisciplinary coalition dedicated to raise awareness on cervical cancer prevention 
took part in this event. Hon. Ruffy Biazon , Congressman of the Lone District of Muntinlupa, an avid 
supporter of CECAP and Miss Abbygale Arenas-de Leon, a beauty pageant titlist encouraged Filipino 
women to take a step towards preventing this disease.   

 
 
Vigan City: 80 women joined the forum which was mobilized by Hon. Franz Ranches, Vice Mayor of this 
historic city.  Mr. Benjie Castillo, Head of the Provincial Health Team of DOH-Ilocos Sur, Dr. Evangeline de 
Vera, President of POGS Ilocos Sur, and Mr. Tony Perez, President of the Cancer Institute Foundation 
supported the event.  

 



Candon City: More than 200 BHWs participated during the cervical cancer awareness forum with the 
unending support of the Mayor, Hon. Allen Gacula Singson and Vice Mayor, Hon. Nestor Itchon, DOH-
Ilocos Sur representative, Dr. Mae Belardo, City Health Officers, Dr. Narciso Ramos and Dr. Joy 
Villanueva. 

 

 
 
Agoo: 120 energetic barangay health workers of Agoo gathered in the town hall to learn more about 
cervical cancer prevention. This event was supported by the Governor of La Union, Hon. Manuel Ortega, 
Municipal Mayor, Dr. Sandra Eriguel, City Health Officer, Dr. Roxanne Mamaril and POGS-
Representative, Dr. Cielo Montemayor.    

 
 


