
 

 

A Historical Event Sets Off in a Historical City  

 

September 12, 2008 

After three months of preparation, a team of nine men and women from different backgrounds arrived 
in the historic city of Vigan to launch a momentous event to voice the cause of cervical cancer 
prevention throughout the 
northern area of the 
Philippines.  Vigan gives off 
an air of time unchanging. 
They set off to hold a bike 
tour called the Tour of 
Hope from this city to 
Subic, hoping that would 
set a historic voice for the 
cause of cervical cancer 
patients throughout the 
country.   

 

The Organizing Committee of 
the Tour of Hope with Ms. 
Abby Arenas-de Leon 

 

Together with their celebrity advocate, Ms. Abbygale Arenas-De Leon, they made a courtesy call to the 
City Hall where they were met by the Vice Mayor, Franz Ranches. A few hours thereafter, eighty women 
to include barangay health workers and city hall employees attended a lay lecture on the prevention of 
cervical cancer.  They were made aware by Cervical Cancer Prevention (CECAP) Program Network 
leaders Dr. Cecilia Ladines-Llave and Dr. Jaycee Almaria on how important it is to have the people of 
their City be vaccinated and screened regularly.   

For in every 8 minutes in the Philippines, a woman dies of cervical cancer which is one of the two 
cancers in the world preventable through vaccination and screening.  Ms. Abby Arenas-de Leon gave the 
listeners a more lay perspective on the issue by talking about why she decided to take the step to 
protect herself from cervical cancer.  


