Dear cyclists, sponsors and friends of the Tour of Hope!

After 750 km of cycling with steep climbs and often very challenging and technical descents 46 cyclists completed The Tour of Hope 2011
at the Bang Mai Daeng School in Mae Taeng north of Chiang Mai!

For all of us it was a journey of achieveme nt, accomplishment and discovery! Many dark clouds T both literally and symbolically i were
hanging over the start of the tour. If not for SpiceRoads fast and efficient action in implementing a Plan B that had us flying to Sukhothai
instead of travelling by bus to Uthai Thani, there would have been no TTOH this year! Kudos to Struan and especially to Ratta naporn and
all the unsung heroes in SpiceRoadés back office.
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From Sukhothai we back -tracked by coach to Kampheng Phet and started for a
leisurely check -out ride T and that was the only leisure ride we should get - because
already the next day we started to a 100 km ride from Kampheng Phet to Tak near the

Burmese border. The  following day was even harder with a 135 km ride from Tak to
Sukhothai , and this was just an indication of what was waiting for us. Butit was made
easier by an impromptu encounter with 67 students at a local school that enjoyed the
live -action English les sons wi t h t heand é&pecialy @rs @éce& fLoi Kratong 0
rendition as well as the little gifts we gave away! The next day we rode from Sukhothai

to Uttaradit and had what can only be consider an easy ride compared to what waiting

for us the very next day; 145 km of steep climbs and rather challenging descents from

Uttaradit to Lampang pus  hed the mental and physical limits of e verybody. The next
day was not a rest day as well, but a 100 km ride to Lamphung where we spent the
night . From here we rode the app. 100 km to the beautiful Botanic Resort north of



Chiang Mai, passing working elephants and gorgeous scenery. On the way we stopped

at the Wat Baan Noi School, where we were

rewarded with a heart -warming welcome by the students, teachers and local officials. The children gave wonderful Thai cultural
performances and a delicious typical Thai meal prepared by the women from the village was served for lunch . Words cannot described

the joy and emotions felt i both by givers and receivers - when we gave away our first batch
gifts that were donated by some of the riders.
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After spending the night in the iBot ani coiRame shoutd not forget to mention that i

of donated bicycles and some of the small

t took a 4 km steep fisur por icslei mb

meter 20% gradient walk at the end of the ride to get tothe resort 1 we left the next morning for a 50 km r ide to the main event: the

hand - over of the library at the Bang Mai Daeng School inthe Mae Taeng province.

70 % of population in  this province are hill tribes, such Hmong hill tribe, Ahka, E -gau, Lisu
under -privileged and poorest in Thailand. The Ban Pang Mai Dang School is an opportuni
kindergarten level to Grade 9. There are altogether 219 students, 123 of whom are World Vision
students are from the hill tribes . There are two ne arby villages and villagers will also use

, Karen, etc  and they count amongst the most

ty expanded secondary school, teaching from

and

Foundation sponsored  children. Most
the service of the library to research and seek
knowledge. There are approximately 2, 500 people benefitting from the library donated and build from money raised by the cyclists.
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Arriving at the school afte  r 750 km is a memory that will stay with us forever. We reached the end of the cycling tour, but we arrived a t
the beginning  of a new hope for a better life for many hundred s, if not thousand s of young children. The welcoming ceremony was over -
whelming and it was somewhat strange to see the same hardened cyclist s, who just a short while ago conquered narrow downhill hairpin
N e S 4 bends with a smile now trying to hold back )
2 : tears of emotion s. The school teachers, the
students and the villagers went all out t 0 show
us their welcome and gratitude with dances,
songs and the traditional launch of fire lanterns
for good luck.  Even the highest ranking officials
of the province were present. When s eeing the
library packed with books and inte rnet -ready
computers, everybody realised how much can
be done 6if only people care to do something.
What bonds us all is our absolute refusal to
accept that things  have to stay the way they
are i we can make a differenc e! We did!

In addition to the library we donated 87 bicycles so that young children living too far away from the school to walk everyday have a
means of getting to the sc  hool! At this point | want to express our heartfelt thanks to Khun Chitra Thumborisuth , Director for Worldvision
Foundation Thailand, Khun Janice Montrelerdrasme , Khun Jittima Chaimuanwong , Khun Waraporn Puangchakta and all the great people

at WorldVision Foundation in helping us to make this dream come true! Special thanks also to Stefan for his sterling work in coordinat ing
this massive effort with WorldVision.



It was a great trip and as | said earlier, it was a journey of achievement, accomplishment and discovery for every single one of us !
Collectively we cycled over 36,000 km i almost one time around the globe 71 without any major incident or crash . 46 people from 11
different countries came together and cycled, ate an d lived together in peace and harmony  for one week under often rather extreme and
challenging circumstances 1 | think the world could learn something from us!

There will be a tour in 2012 and we hope you will again support us T as acyclist, a s a corporate sponsor, a s a private sponsor or simply
with your prayers.  We will again adopt The Tour of Hope e. V.  as our umbrella organisation and we will again work with the WorldVision
Foundation of Thailand for a new, perhaps even bigger cause. Ulla, Sel ina, Grace and Stefan have kindly agreed to be again part of the

charity committee , Selina will organise the jerseys (nobody does it better) and | will organise the actual tour! The most likely dates will

be from October 27 to November 3, 2012 and in order to avoid potential flood -related problem we may be cycling south of Bangkok in

what | can promise you... an unforgettable tour!

Until then.... God bless and safe cycling, always!

Reiner



